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Thus in the case just now mentioned, which I think
applies exactly to the case in hand, the body may be
moved in a straight line either by the impulse of one
body, and then the motion is what I call simple and
direct; or it may be moved by two bodies acting upon
it in different directions, and then the motion will be
what I call a compounded motion, being produced by two
moving powers such as the motion of the planets may
be supposed to be. Now though the motion in the
straight be in fact produced by one single moving power,
yet the properties of it may be demonstrated upon the
hypothesis of the motion being produced by a different
cause, viz. two moving powers acting upon the body.
To bring the case still nearer to the present, I can
suppose the motion in a straight line to be produced
not by body at all, but by mind, and one single mind,
as I hold the motion of the planets is produced, and the
demonstration upon the hypothesis of the composition
of the motion will still be a good demonstration. Of
this Mr Playfair furnished me a proof in the case of
the mutual tendency of bodies here on earth, or attraction
as it is commonly called. This cannot be accounted for
otherwise than by mind operating upon the bodies, and
yet the quantity of the motion he showed me could be
demonstrated upon the hypothesis of the composition of
motion; though the motion by which bodies tend towards
one another be perfectly simple, and in reality produced
by mind not by any bodily impulse.

To this reasoning I have as yet heard no answer
except one, which if it be true is decisive of the question,
and supersedes all further argument upon the subject
It is this, that by the nature of things it is impossible
that the circular or elliptical motion, whether produced
by mind or body, should be simple, but must necessarily
be compounded of two forces a centripetal and acauses having produced 'ifce is butncients themselves confessed.
